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November 12, 2008

For immediate release

Hospice Volunteers of Waterville Area given state award

The Joe Mayo Award is given for extraordinary commitment, effort, and achievement in end-of-life care. The Maine Hospice Council honors an individual or organization with this award every November, during National Hospice Month.
Caption for attached picture:  Hospice Volunteers of Waterville Area’s (HVWA) program, Camp Ray of Hope, was honored with the 2008 Joe Mayo Award on November 12th at the annual Blaine House Tea. Pictured left to right: Kandyce Powell, Maine Hospice Council Executive Director; Dale Marie Clark HVWA Executive Director; Deb Crocker HVWA Youth Services Coordinator; Rebecca Colwell Maine Hospice Council Vice President; Connie Towne and Leon Duff HVWA Board of Directors.
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PRESS RELEASE

Hospice Volunteers of Waterville Area given state award

Camp Ray of Hope, a program of Hospice Volunteers of Waterville Area was awarded the 2008 Joe Mayo Award on November 12th at the annual Blaine House Tea. The award is given for extraordinary commitment, effort, and achievement in end-of-life care. The Maine Hospice Council honors an individual or organization with this award every November, during National Hospice Month.

The Maine Hospice Council created the Joe Mayo Award in 2001 to recognize the efforts of The Honorable Joseph Mayo, Clerk Emeritus of the Maine House of Representatives, who worked tirelessly to help improve end-of-life care for all Maine citizens. Joe’s efforts were particularly remarkable because he was living with ALS, more commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. His commitment to work on this issue at a time of tremendous personal challenge was inspirational to all who knew him. Because of Joe’s efforts, end-of-life care policy in Maine is a model for the nation.

Previous recipients include David Madore, a colleague of Mayo who sponsored the comprehensive end-of-life legislation and Dr. Larry Harcourt, whose efforts to improve end-of-life care were his primary focus the last five years of his life. 
Camp Ray of Hope was founded in 1995 and has been attended by hundreds of families and individuals from fifteen counties - people who have lost loved ones to illness, accidents, suicide and homicide. Volunteers from several other Hospice agencies, the Jason Program and The Center for Grieving Children in Portland, clergy, funeral directors and professional counselors have also supported Camp Ray of Hope by sending referrals and by volunteering their time. Many of the campers have gone on to become Hospice Volunteers themselves – including several of the children who first came to Camp Ray of Hope many years ago - now grown into adults with the skills and courage to support others.  This September Camp Ray of Hope was held for the fifteenth time. 

For more information about Camp Ray of Hope contact Deb Crocker, Youth Services Coordinator at 873-3615 x 19 or dcrocker@hvwa.org.  The Maine Hospice Council can be found online at www.mainehospicecouncil.org or call (800) 438-5963. 
· more – 

The Maine Hospice Council exists to ensure the continued development of Hospice and Palliative Care in Maine. The Council provides education and technical assistance regarding end-of-life care, as well as advocacy for terminally ill and bereaved persons.
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